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Innovation and technology transfer professional, leveraging a decade-long experience in research and development to manage a suite 
of technology commercialization, incubation, entrepreneurship, and business development initiatives to catalyze technology translation, 
regional startup growth, and economic development. With experience in ecosystem-building work, has helped secure >$150M in federal 
and state funding to support place-based innovation and economic development initiatives. 

 

EDUCATION 
 

PhD, Biology (Biochemistry, Cell & Molecular Biology) | 2009 
Binghamton University 

BS, Biochemistry; Minor, Computer Science | 2005 
Binghamton University

EMPLOYMENT                                
DIRECTOR; INNOVATION INITIATIVES |  
BUSINESS & ENTREPRENEUR PARTNERSHIPS (BEP) | UNIVERSITY AT BUFFALO (UB)      
November 2024 – present 
Lead programs to commercialize high-tech, high-growth innovations from UB and the Western New York region, advancing deep-tech 
innovation and regional economic development. 

• Faculty R&D and Commercialization Support: Facilitating faculty translational R&D efforts by supporting university company 

spinout formation, as well as applications to technology commercialization and capacity-building opportunities. Oversee a 

portfolio of ~30 UB spinout companies, providing direct startup support, as well as coordination across other UB BEP programs, 

including industry-facing centers. 

• NSF Interior Northeast (IN) I-Corps Hub UB Partner Program Director: oversee the implementation of the UB partner 

program under the Cornell-led NSF IN I-Corps Hub providing experiential tech commercialization and entrepreneurship training 

to academic innovators, including customer discovery courses for the State University of New York (SUNY) Summer Startup 

School (S4). Serve as an instructor for Hub customer discovery courses. Chair the Hub Curriculum Committee, overseeing the 

development, optimization, and update of the NSF I-Corps training curriculum delivered across 10 university partners, including 

UB, Cornell, Dartmouth, University of Pittsburgh and others.  

• Buffalo Innovation Accelerator Fund: manage a fund providing grant support for technology validation efforts advancing the 

commercialization readiness of UB-developed innovations.  

DIRECTOR; OFFICE OF ENTREPRENEURSHIP & INNOVATION PARTNERSHIPS (EIP) | BINGHAMTON UNIVERSITY       
April 2023 – October 2024 
Supporting the management of EIP’s expanding team and growing portfolio of technology transfer, incubator, and economic 
development initiatives, spearheading proposal development for funding to advance the growth and mission of the Office. 

Technology Transfer and Commercialization 
Support the management of the Binghamton University technology and intellectual property (IP) portfolio, with a focus on the biomedical, 
pharmaceutical, and life sciences, directly overseeing a team of three technology transfer personnel. In addition to regular technology 
transfer operations, supported translational research and technology commercialization through: Binghamton Excellence in 
Entrepreneurship and Discovery (EXCEED): As Principal Investigator, designed program, prepared proposal, and secured one of 18 
inaugural NSF Accelerating Research Translation (ART) awards, providing $6M to bolster translational research and technology transfer 
capacity at Binghamton University; overseeing implementation of the EXCEED initiative, comprising technology commercialization 
training, funding, internship, and industry partnership programs.  

Place-Based Economic Development: New Energy New York (NENY) 
Serve on the leadership team overseeing the implementation and growth strategy for the NENY initiative, focused on building a 
comprehensive lab-to-market ecosystem for battery and energy storage innovation in Upstate New York.  

• Economic Development Administration (EDA) Build Back Better Regional Challenge (BBBRC)-funded New Energy 
New York (NENY): Serve as Deputy Regional Economic Competitiveness Officer overseeing collaboration across a 16-
organization coalition, marketing team efforts, and reporting across four component projects. Oversee implementation of the 
NENY Innovation component project comprising programs supporting technology commercialization and startup growth, 
including the Technical Assistance Voucher and Student Startup Experience Programs.  
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• U.S. National Science Foundation (NSF) Regional Innovation Engines: Supported the development of the strategy for 
expansion of NENY partners and projects under the NSF Engines program, leading the proposal development efforts, securing 
the first $15M tranche for 2 years for Binghamton-led Upstate New York Energy Storage Engine initiative as one of the 10 
inaugural awardees across the nation. Supported Engine ramp-up, including strategic planning, such as the development of 
cross-sector IP management and partnership plans.  

• NSF Startup Accelerator Ignition Program (ChargeUp): Working with NextCorps Luminate and Binghamton University’s 
Koffman Southern Tier Incubator to launch the nation’s first dedicated battery and energy storage startup accelerator, 
supporting its integration into the NENY ecosystem, including Innovation programs under BBBRC-funded NENY. Participated 
in immersive, experiential Train-the-Trainer Accelerator Ignition program delivered by NextCorps Luminate focused on the 
process of standing up a comprehensive sector-specific startup accelerator program.  

• EDA Regional Technology and Innovation Hubs (Tech Hubs): Supported the development of the strategy for expansion of 
the NENY partner consortium and projects under the EDA Tech Hubs program, leading the proposal development efforts, 
securing NENY official designation as one of the 31 federally designated Tech Hubs across the nation. 

ASSISTANT DIRECTOR; OFFICE OF ENTREPRENEURSHIP & INNOVATION PARTNERSHIPS | BINGHAMTON UNIVERSITY       
January 2021 – April 2023 
Worked with Office leadership to support the management of the Binghamton University technology transfer, technology 
commercialization, entrepreneurship, incubator, and economic development initiatives. Served as lead on writing grant proposals for 
federal and state funding to support various innovation, entrepreneurship, and economic development initiatives: wrote >20 proposals, 
securing >$115M in awards between 2018 and 2023 to support Office programs. 

Technology Transfer (January 2021 – April 2023) 

• Worked with Director of IP Management & Licensing to support the management of the Binghamton University technology and 
IP portfolio, with a focus on the biomedical, pharmaceutical, and life sciences, across invention evaluation, IP protection, 
licensing, and other technology commercialization activities.  

• Supported technology transfer activities at other State University of New York (SUNY) campuses, including SUNY College of 
Environmental Science and Forestry (ESF) and SUNY Upstate Medical University (2021-2022), with a focus on faculty 
engagement, invention evaluation, and patent portfolio management. 

Technology Commercialization, Incubation, and Entrepreneurship (January 2021 – April 2023) 
Directly responsible for designing, funding, deploying, and overseeing several accelerator and entrepreneurship training programs:  

• XCEED Technology Pre-Accelerator and XCEED Startup Internship Program (Program Director): EDA i6-funded 
program to advance commercialization of university technologies and the growth of regional startups, supporting 25 academic 
teams and 30 startups, which collectively raised >$100M in follow-on funding.  

• Innovation Binghamton I-Corps Site (Program Director): NSF-funded program providing experiential technology 
commercialization training to scientists and engineers. The Binghamton I-Corps Site was one of the top-performing among 
~100 I-Corps Sites across the country, training >235 innovator teams from across >25 universities, advancing >30 teams to 
the national-level NSF I-Corps Teams Program. The Site graduates included >50 startups, raising >$40M in follow-on funding. 

• Integrated BME Entrepreneurship Training (IBET; PI/Program Director): VentureWell-funded program to integrate 
introduction to technology commercialization and user-inspired design, including experiential customer discovery training, into 
Biomedical Engineering Senior Design course curriculum.  

Economic Development (September 2021 – April 2023) 
Additional responsibilities: Deputy Regional Economic Competitiveness Officer | New Energy New York (NENY) 

• Worked to develop the $113M EDA BBBRC-funded NENY initiative focused on the development of a battery innovation and 
manufacturing cluster in Upstate New York, including grant proposal preparation, designing industry- and community-
responsive component projects around innovation and workforce development, assisting with assembling and connecting a 
16-member private-public sector coalition, and supporting the engagement of >50 industry parties.  

• Supported implementation of the component projects across coalition members and subawardees. 

• Oversaw implementation of the Innovation component project.  

TECHNOLOGY LICENSING ASSOCIATE; ENTREPRENEURSHIP & INNOVATION PARTNERSHIPS | BINGHAMTON UNIV.   
April 2018 – 2020 
Managed university life sciences, biomedical, and biotech portfolio, focusing on patenting, marketing, and commercialization of new 
technologies; was responsible for faculty, student, and research community outreach and entrepreneurial education, as well as spinout 
activity support.  
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RESEARCH SCIENTIST | BINGHAMTON UNIVERSITY  
August 2016 – 2018 

POSTDOCTORAL FELLOW | ROCHE  
August 2014 – August 2016 

ASSISTANT ADJUNCT PROFESSOR | BINGHAMTON UNIVERSITY  
August 2011 – December 2011 

POSTDOCTORAL RESEARCH ASSOCIATE | BINGHAMTON UNIVERSITY  
January 2010 – July 2014 
Complete list of 20 publications: https://scholar.google.com/citations?hl=en&user=MG1Wka4AAAAJ&view_op=list_works 
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Commercialization Expert | Brain Tumour Research Novel Therapeutics Accelerator (BTR-NTA) | 2024 – present 
Tessa Jowell Brain Cancer Mission 

Serve as a member of an expert panel providing targeted feedback to academic teams and startups developing 
new brain tumor therapeutic candidates. As a Commercialization Expert, specifically provide support and 
feedback on considerations including IP protection and strategy, fundraising and investments, market entry, and 
business development.  

Rotating Manager | Board of Managers, University Technology Licensing Program (ULTP)  2024  

Serve as a Rotating Manager on the Board of Managers of UTLP, a collaborative initiative among 15 partner 
universities to streamline and pool patent licensing efforts, focusing on maximizing the impact of intellectual 
property through collective technology transfer. 

Instructor | NIH Entrepreneurship Bootcamp 2024 – present  

As part of a larger cohort, support 5-7 teams with lecture content and one-on-one office hours through the 2-
month NIH Entrepreneurship Bootcamp, designed to equip biomedical academic innovators and early-stage, 
nascent startups with specialized innovation, technology commercialization, and entrepreneurship training.  

Advisory Board | Cornell University Commercialization Fellowship  2022 

Advised a PhD Commercialization Fellow, participating in monthly meetings focused on advancing 
commercialization readiness of their tactile micro-combustion technology for refreshable braille displays.  

Graduate | Dawnbreaker/SBA SBIR Train the Trainer Helping Potential SBIR/STTR Applicants Course  2021 

To expand knowledge and capacity for assisting early-stage startups secure non-dilutive funding for their tech 
and venture development, completed Dawnbreaker/SBA Train the Trainer course. The course delivers a deep 
dive into the Small Business Innovation Research (SBIR) and Small Business Technology Transfer (STTR) 
programs, which provide federal non-dilutive funding for technology-focused startups and small businesses.  

Reviewer | NSF Small Business Innovation Research (SBIR) and Technology Transfer (STTR) Grant Program 2020 – present 

Serve as an ad hoc and a panel reviewer for the U.S. National Science Foundation (NSF) SBIR/STTR program, 
with a focus on medical device and digital health topics.   

Member | Southern Tier Regional Economic Development Council (ST REDC) Innovation Workgroup  2020 – 2024 

Participate in discussions for the development of strategic priorities and implementation plans for innovation and 
entrepreneurship initiatives, resources, and opportunities for the Southern Tier region of New York State, as part 
of the broader economic development strategy driven by the ST REDC.  

Mentor & Semifinalist Judge | 76West Clean Energy Competition 2020 

Served as a judge to select finalist startups to participate in the 76West Clean Energy Competition program and 
pitch event, one of the largest competitions in the country for growing clean energy businesses, with a focus on 
advancing economic development in New York State’s Southern Tier region.  

Served as a mentor for 76West finalist startup offering steam generator electrification solutions, providing 
connections to relevant regional stakeholders and prospective partners, as well as supporting pitch preparation. 

https://scholar.google.com/citations?hl=en&user=MG1Wka4AAAAJ&view_op=list_works
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Adjunct Instructor | U.S. National Science Foundation (NSF) National-Level I-Corps Teams Program 2019 – present 

Support the 2-month NSF Innovation Corps (I-Corps) Teams program, providing entrepreneurship and tech 
commercialization training to academic teams (24-32 per cohort) from across the country, with a focus on 
business model canvas development and experiential customer discovery learning. To date, supported five 
program cohorts.  

Industry Mentor | NSF National-Level I-Corps Teams Program 2019 – present 

Supported three academic teams (therapeutics technologies) participating in NSF I-Corps Teams, serving as 
an Industry Mentor in three I-Corps Teams cohorts. Provided teams with industry connections, supported 
stakeholder outreach, guided business model canvas development, and mentored teams in technology 
commercialization and regulatory strategy development based on customer discovery interview efforts.  

Scientific Advisor | Excelsior Biofilms LLC 2019 – 2020 

Supported technology development efforts of a university spinout company focused on the development of new 
antimicrobial strategies for wound care applications, including identification of first applications and indications, 
as well as mapping of potential regulatory paths and considerations for a combination drug/device product.  

Editor | BioScience Writers 2017 – 2019 

Reviewed, edited, and wrote scientific articles and grant proposals in the life sciences and biomedical space, 
spanning fundamental research and clinical R&D, for time-constrained projects, with requested client turnaround 
times as short as 24-48 hours.  
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